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About Us

The Gavanl Heritage Consérvalion Pvi Lid. is a Mumbal-based exscuting sgency that has restoned oyear 200 herilage
struciures, Our expertisa 0 the flekl of hemage led us e retaln bath stiuctures” authentlciy and onginality’ in asder o
do them Justce. The Tewn Hall & Oid Municipal Office pradect was aur viery first in the Seasutiful East Coast Town of
Visakhapatnam, and we are gatefol 1o have worked on the Town Hall {TH) and the ©ld Municipal Office (O8O}, which
are historic structises with spetcial significances IR the hearts of history lovars. The O Municlipal CHfice bullding was
constructed In the lsto 19308 By British Ikl &5 an administrothve Bullchrg, the tracos of which can still B sEon ooy
In the prison-Hke reoms an the grotnd floorThe bullding was vised tanlll 194 7 affer independance I was handed over
to the GVM.C., which s now used as a municipal office. Many modifications were implemented during this time period
lo accommodate clanges,

This' miulti-ayered fatric creates the story of the buliding, adding 1o s heritage and significance, The Oid Municipsal
Office buiiding boasts off is modam structure which & 8 curles mix of both moderm and calanial architectural shyles
The structure is typically chiaracten rad with the European arch._ fiat cantilevess ocoupying In egqual space and a majestic
dome over the central stndrcase, The structure sits In 8 site of area of T7 acres and s made entinely out of cut stone, The
DMO ks -also one of the st bulkdings 1o have a sell-supporting steal-and concrele enforced roof. The bullding s
designed an a hotizontal asis along two cotridors. The rosms are placed o either skde of thesa pathways with central
stalicase connecting both the axls, One can anter the buliding aithers through the central foyer or through & namow
passace 0 e rear sioe af the Bulkging eacing up 1o ihe second cormdol All thie 1Goms arne GpiErEnd 1O @ithar of L onde
corridod making the Hullding aligned in axdal co-sedination

The Town hail building whilch is also called a= "The Vicioria Town Hall' 1 bulll by Mabarata of Bobbdl between
S0E1904, 8l that Ume 1o commesmaraio the galdn ||_|':_|Iln_'l: al Queen Victaora The Buildinreg was Inauguratod By R H
Campbell, Colfector and Agen, Visakhapatnam an March B, 1904 In the perlod betwean 1929 and 1842, town hall
became the meeting paint for freedom Nighters and socisl activists: an epilome of freedom struggle. In 1929, Mahatmn
andhl chase this bullding as & vencde of his speaches. I 1939, Salt Satyagrab was kicked aff fram (e beach opposis
thex tewm hall and the event 15 visited by many leaders ke Digurmart] Janaki Bal, Digumarthl Yenkatn Swamy, Teonat!
Viswanath and Kollund Surdam Gupta, The bukdlding has also heen (ha stage for many secrel mealings hald by andhi
with the leaders from tha south, The bulliding also becama tha platfiorm for many culiural activities, It was Inthis hall that
eminant personalites such a5 Rajagopalachar!, Sarvepalll Radhakristman, C. W, Raman and Rabindranath Tagore had
delivered lectures, Artlsts ke Mangalampaltly Bala Murallknishna, M S5 Subbidakshmi and Dwarnm Venkataswnmy
Maldu has made the town hall thelr stage.

We al Savanl Heritage Conservation Pvi. Lid, are grateful fo the Commisstonar GYMC, the AECOM and cifizens of
"."IE'.-L:'r wWha e exiencled thelr suppart ::J!r' bBerimg curkus in the process of [hoe restoration of {he CHe Lk ipal Ciffica
i Towm Hall




FLAT ROOF

The Dome of the Old Municipal Oifice
baing the central elament, s structural
restoration was necessary along with the
elab arouncl It

The siab in some places appearad dam-
aged which had to be restored back 1o
avald further damage. Besides struciural
restoration, the waterproofing was also
necessary o arrest the leakages and
dampness In the rooms below,

The slab was made water proof by using
the China mosaic techiigue which
ncldes laying of Brick Bat Coba hefore
le chips:




FACADE

The Facade of the DMO displays-an
ashlar  slope. masohbry  With  rfeathy
dressied stones and Intervenad by beao-
Uil Jouvered windows Unfoiturately,
siraral inferventlons toak placd over tha
yvears and evertually the bullding fafl into
cHarapalr

The fagade underwent fabric and struc-
furad restoration.: The lintels were stiuc-
furally: restored’ (o safeguard the struc-
fure Some blocked spaces and Inferven-
Hons vwerg also comectad,

The previous cement pointing  WwWas
racked oul and repainiing was done with
lime, A layer of waterproofing was done
to rastrict the grovwdh af fNous and allow
breathability 10 the stones. The polished
windows furthe enhancer the fagade




CORRIDOR

The Cofridor i the st covered space
which welcomes the visitors ghimg &
ghimpse of tha restoration works Intemal-
by. The stone masonry was treated, the
Tiooring restored and repolnfing  done
with: lime which was Iotervensd with
cement thereby affecting the stones. The
fime being a8 traditional matenal bonds
wiell with the stonas.

The Doors and wandows which were in &
bad condition, were completely restorad
back and were melamine polished. The
iconle wooden  rallings  were  also
restored and feplaced. wheie required.
All timbes elements wese freated with
anti-termite treatment and polished. For
safety concerns, the structure also com-
plinnces with the fire and safely norms
The It corrider brightens up the space
giving an appealing appearance.




PORTICO

The porlico which |5 the covered walice
wiay which = supported on the columns.
The poticd space wonderfully creates an
area far a minl gatheding and offers a
vigw, The porico i In response 1o he
climatalogy where (1 culs The rains and
dllows breers during scorching  sume-
mers

Structurally, the lintel of the fial arches
wire damaged and had to be restored to
safequard the struciure

The stone masonty of the columns and
arches was restorsd back by cleaning
and appiication of lime pointing. The
doors and windaws of the porticd ares
loo were réstored back and polished
which were painted previously,




Before

o

The Dome of the Ofd Municipal Office |s
ame of s wonke efemant. To B8 utter
dismay, the condiion of the dome was
pot  malntained  well, the ventilator
windows missing and the beams below
the drom also damaged

The paint layer of the dome anes wos
gisa flaking. On the extemsl side, the
slab arsund the dome. was resiored and
I possessed @ structural threat.

Cince-the. workl commenced, the beéam
wisre pestored, the  ventilator windows
were afflsed and the antire aréa was
repaintod with & suitable paint which was
breathatle. Later this Intemal side of the
dome was it to enhance the énlire area,




STAIRCASE

The tmier steps leading to the ground
flaar which was In a stafs of disrepalr dus
to under usage. The timber which was in
a good condillon wae restoled back afles
n thorough claaning and polishing.

The paint was scraped off from the
railEngs as the painl | not sultable foe the
wood and 'Hs removal was deemed
MECES5Ary.

Thus, ol The timb&s members wese

susiainably pollshed. Further the side
witlls were also repainted after cleaning
the previous flaking of the paint,




The restoration for OMO was not Just for
the exemal face but alap internalbyl The
condition: of the room wias B 6 veny
eritical condilion dun 1o under malnte
nance and palnt lmvers applied over and
avar the valls which was a brutal Inter
vantion affecting the breathability of the
stones and ulimately flaking of the
pfastar

The intermad roviialisation, af this room
was done by first scarping oul. &l the
paint off the walls, restoring the floaring
Later, the walls were painted with beaath
able paints, doors and Windaws réstored
and polshed

The Hght fintures were fixedl a new 1o
brighten up the user space in the newly
addied celllng fof additional beautifica-
ticn




OFFICE ROOM

The office room was Ih a bad state dwing
1o the uncler moltenance of the stric-
fure: The |eakages and dampness had
ciused the siah o delenarats and posa
a threat 10 its users, An integrated festo-
ration focused on exposing the sione
masonry, repalinting of lime and re-plas-
trlng using lime ploshar

This has brought the original laves of the
office space Besldes, the siab was
restored and covered with ceifing with
llimination

The painted doors-and windows wers
also paliched. The flaoe which had Indian
Patent Stone was worm oul amd a layer of
epoxy wis poured over. This way the
flogring: wae fedainged withoot adding
acclitiomdl waight o thee Do










BIRDS EYEVIEW

The drong Image offérs “an oxqulsite
bird's eve yiew offeting avisual freat The
e and post restoration images Clearly
Iindicate the restoration effors. The pitch
roaf, the walis, the doors and windows as
wall as the surmoundings were land-

scaped.

The leakages through the pitch oot had
gegpad into the walls below. The plight of
the strieture made 11 unfii for the usears

Thus, the structural’ and  aichitectisal
issises wade atldressed which has revital-
Ised the structune

Owvgrall, the Town Hallls one of the jewel
of the Virag which has witnessed a
numbes-of histoic events.
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CORRIDOR

The roaf of the Town Hall ks 8 very unlgue
design flaunting a different type of
roafing, especially towards the circular
comer and the condeal roof.

The ralters ol the pitch oo carry. most
of the load and thus it stabillity is most
important.  The fimber rafters: were
decayed and tn bad conditon, The
rafters which were In better condition
watri redsed and only those which were
in & bad condition were replaced. These
membirs were frealed with anti-termite
treatmernt and laler polished.

The deterorated tiles of the roof were
also roplaced. The stone walls wese
repolnted with lime and the doors and
windows rstared.
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REAR FACAD

The rear side Facade of the Towin Hall
stands ol strikimght from the rest of the
fabrlc: ewing to European appearance
which s & difference from the masonry
vl

Cver the years, the infervention such ps
addition of parapets Insensitive paints
and lack of repblrs had brought o
dullness (o the strocture. Some of the
windows wete also missing or were
paimted. The windows were replaced, &
necessary  |nlervention o =ult  the
heritage.

Towards the and, landscape patch was:
Imtroduced which complimants the struc-
ture wulsthy,










HALL

The internal condition of the hall was as grave nd-the adermal. The roof cased leakiages due o s deleriorated conditian,
The walls of the hall were damp due to molsture frapphng which weas 3 resull of the palnted walls as opposad to the lime
piastenng: The ficor was also ina very bad condifion

The restoration of the Intermal hall focused on mending the pitch roof 1o curb the menace of dampness. Meanwhils, the
wills were plasterad using the Araish Plaster, The llooring was reépaked with epoxy, The windows were specially polished
wil melamine: The stage which is the ceptral sttraciion was repaired as it stopd in'd very shattered manner The timber
rafters oo were restored and the lighling liktures and fided arsw,
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