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~ QOur Story... =
[ I The Cellular Jail, recognized as the National Memorial, was opaned in 1908, during British rule in r‘
India. The emerging era of the Indian Freedom Revolution began with *Kala Pani®, meaning the death
| penalty for freedom fighters, also known as "water of death’, due to the geographical location of the .
e Andaman and Nicobar Islands. It was not just a horrific death sentence; It was an act of Inhuman
- atrocity and crusity against humanity. No one could sscape the torture of hell throughout that histori- -
. cally stained century's disastrous period. .
. The structure consisting of the colonial jatl is a 3-storied construction of Burmese bricks in the shade .
P of puee. The Panopticon type architectural layout of the jail, with the tower, sarved as a single point of
" vigilanoe to keep an eye on the prisoners of the 7 glgantic wings and 663 cells of the prison. Today, we [
can find three wings out of seven. The rest of the wings' area |s to accommodate a hospital. With time, L
- the weather took a toll on the structure, as, geographically, the lslands receive heavy rainfall and the -
|‘ eorridors act as a barrier. Several factors, such as brutal Interventions and weathering, had caused ‘;
i the structure to deteriorate and damage several elements and locationas. '.
. The extensive task of restoration and repairs of the cellular jail was undertaken by Andaman PW.D. ﬂ
under the guidance of A 8.1, and Stambh Consultants. Proudly, "Bavani Heritage Conservation FPvt. 111
!_ Ltd." received the opportunity and responsibility for the restoration of the national monument. We -
l have strivad to restore more than 160 heritage monuments and are obliged to work on a historie mon- "
ument of national Importance known as "Azadl Ka Tirth Sthal®. It is the presence of the visltors that
" brings value to the heritage structure, ultimately lsading to the efforts to maintain and care for the |
. structure, We at Savani Herltage Conservation Pvt. Ltd. belleve that restoring Cellular Jail Is aquiva- ;
- lent to paying homagde to freadom fAghters that were ones imprisonsd and have strived to gain inde- l"'-'
! pendence for India. With this memorial, future generations of independent India will always remem- g
" ber their forefathers as heroes of freedom, and the saga of their sacrifice will be immortal for ages. =3
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Built in 1906, the Prison was governed
from the admin bullding, which stands
today at the entrance. The front eley

tion-of the Cellutar Jail, which is the face

The C

wing nrrjnur- 5 guar |J| |"|'J,

wihich are connected linearly

admin bix The admin block, which
painted, was scrapped off 1o
» the original brick |a

lowers 1o ente r:hr“:.[r
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The architectusal lavoul of the

single point of vigilance o keep an
The ensemble arginally
en wings, out of which only three wing
day (o accommodate a hospital

l;_-'-nl-l-'h:lrlr'-[] the climalology. the islands rece

fall and the rridors acl as a bar
"'.I|IIH-‘ rh-— Ircal bricks wera used 1o construc] the
struciure
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The corridors are one of the chiel architectural elemants of
the Cellutar Jail, These were InCorporale connect he
seven wings and 1o keep constant vigilance on the inmates
and manitor their activites. The corflidor functioned as &
barrier o @ckle the local ographical conditlons whnera
very heavy ralnfall is recelved during the monsoons.

The corridor was intervenad in the meanwhile during the
maintenance when It was rendared with cement and palni-
gd, After studying the archival images, It was urndersto

consoildated using ethyl sliicate

These bricks were also treated with water proofing treat-
ment o retard the growth of the '-.'E-;;]'_-"-[ﬂh-:-rl. Besides, the
M.5S. grills of the corridor were also restored as they were
corfoded In some places. due to exposure o he Sea
breeze, The grils were painted later with anti-commosive
paint
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During the malntenance of the
Cellular Jall, the fabrc as well as
the structure were exposed o
brutal imferventions such as. paint
layer, The brick wall was |

and consalidated with ':"E!l'f -

The celling of the corridor was
imerfered with by RE.CC  and
beams, The celing of the Corridor
was structurally  Inlervenad such
that the 1"section had R.C.C. bes
underneath, which were critically
Cracked.

The Jack Arch of the comdor was
structurally = tnenad and the
Jack Arch v

ration of the | arch to its arl
lacation is an aitempt o prasens
NS authenticity




chn Ccell, which 'was 8 solitary continement,

ol A small opening on one of he

2 rasiored by applying antl-co
ing the rust. The call walls and
celling v sred with cement during the
maintenance aver the ariginal brick fayer. After
Aing off the paint laver, the bricks-pointing

re comecled with ime and consolildalad with

one of

e to F
The lighting 3] Was while
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The rearside of the Admin block of

Before : the Cellular Jail, unlike the other

wings, -also underwent a fagade

restaration, One of the windows

that was DloCked was revived Dy
recpening i

Thesa openings were repainted
after scraping off the previous paint
I the shade of brown, The plaste
and the palnt were scraped off to
retain the original brick fintsh fabric
The cormices and other plain areas

wiare replasterad

The paint over the bick facade
was scraped off and exposed. The
mass seatling area i the vIciity 15
meant f(or The Hognt amnd Sound

show
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The Rasol Ghar, or the kitchen blocks
1& 2 across the seating area, stood in
an under-maintained condition

During the restoration, the facade
was [estored where palnt was
scraped off and the bricks werne
consolldated using ethyl silicate. The
roof was replaced with similar AC
sheots, and timber members were
replaced. The paint of the door and
windaow was scraped off and repaint
d in the shade of brown. The brick
surface was exposed after consol
diating with ethyl silicate. Whereas the

plain surfaces were plastered

The light and sound show arrange
ment in the foreground Is one of the
chief attractions amongst tourists of

all ages

=y

= T T T e
- e




Each cell of the Caellular Jall had only
a single small opening o allow ventl-
lation and mirdmum lght

Originally, the chajlo must not have

been present However, to protect
the cells from rain water, 1 was
declded  fto retaln the chofio
Besides, the cells are fitted with Hght
fixtures for the comenlence of the
visitors:. The materfal of the chaojo
was changed, which corroded.

Hesides, the brick fabrc on the rear
side was exposad as onginal
consolidated with ethyl silicate and
later treated with water repellent
coating,
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The locking system of the cell Is a very interest-
ng-aspect of the pnson architecture. The cell
locking arangement was done in a way that the
Al drop s concealed inside the brick masonty,
making It impossible for prsoners 1o escape.
The rusting of the M.5. AL drop was caused by
weathering In some locations. Furthermare,
there was also a bulging of the bricks near the

CHOOT,

The AL drops were treated with anti-conrosive
igyers and later palnted with black paint. Also,
the M.5. flap of the food recelving counter was
repaired. The walls in some places had bulges
in them, probably due to the dampness. The
bulge was freated after the removal of the
bricks from the place and refitting with new
bricks. The plaster and paint over the AL Drop
wall were scraped off to expose the joints
between the bricks and to check for any AL
orop

This, the unique feature of the:cell iock up was
restored and repaired without replacing the
original locks

Before 4




The cellimg of the cormdar carrbes the load that |s
genefated by the movement of the wisitors. With
the increase-in the number of visitors, the-load on
the cormidors increased and the additional
load-carryving structural elements were  [ntro-
duced. Duning the maintenance by the jall authaor-
ties, the additionai R.C.C. beams were Infroduced,
which weafe an interventlon,

Ower the years, these beams began 1o conode
diue tothe prevalling humid and sea breeze condl-
tions, which acceleralied the rusting of the nein-
forcement After an In=depth archival study and
documentation, it was discoverad that a jack arch
exlsts above the imtervened RC.C. beams and
slab, The " sections of some of the jack arches
were replaced because they were corroded
Before Inlllating the work, the slab was supported
with temporarny suppons. The RC.C. beam was
removed and the original jack arch was restored
Further, the comidor jack arch | sections weare
retrofitted by adding a plate 32mm x 65mm as
wide as a flange In place of a copcrete beam, an
Inciuston which was later removed, Finally, the
celling, along with the walls, was exposed as origl-
nal, with lime poinfing done all owver the walls and
celling.

Thus, the structural soundness of the structure s
as necessany as the facade resioration, Therelore,
the structure was restored holistically to make It
sound, which will increase Its longewvity.
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' The call wings 1ade up ol aipsi¥lals Bilalal
Befc}pe and two floors above, The Facade of the -
: ‘h : arg arrangedc in a linear patier MTHEFLEMG) frofm a

| 1 line -'_|I :

The arches ‘|1'rl'I
of the structure

musts all over, which was a
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Siruciure

gecgraphically, he |siands

rainfall and the corndors

act as 8 barfer. Seml-circular arches and

recelive heavy

5 support the entire

g stretch of

The wings of the Cellular Jall have
Wypical iner shyte etching in length for
over 40 m. Constant exposure to
heawy rains

the
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growth, which further, after drying, caused
black crusts all over the facade of the cell
wings. The comice was re-plastered as
observed from the archival image

nad caused algal amd

Thia facade

W

B0 o make i
water-proof. and the chajos were also
replaced. The roof of the workshop area
was repafred, which stretches: over a
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wihigre the wings radial tward from the
iich towern, The image shows a jun
ion betwesn twa wings, ane behind the other

=
The central fower is visible in the background
Mo two wings Tace each other, and each of the
sEven wings radialtes oul from a core. Prior 1o
ke facade restaration, the facade was in very
isleriaraled coandition Wwith & thick layver o
black crusl present all over the facade, The
heavy rains all over the island caused the
bricks 10 soak up the waler and cause damp-

ness in e passage as wedl as inside he cells

A5 the restorallon began, the black crusts all

wer the facade were gently cleaned wilh
wates @t mist and & biush, The consolidation
ol the axpased brhck facade was necessary
ind was done using ethyl silicate, Orginally,
ihe facade must

Fave beaii 2xposed bricks as
the purpose ol the bullding was © only keep
the inmates, Thus, after exposing the onginal
brick lavers, the comices were plasterad. This
plaster and the brick point NG wWere GLTe WsHT
ime mortar o replicate the o Iginal layer ancl
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The cracks caused In the vatilted
brick roof were a severe concern for

thie Cell

An attempt was made to manufacture the brick from the local soll
; The size opted was 190 mm ¥ 20 mm x- 90 mm,

1abled us to

The hernngbone pattern of the Neoring, Which s
unique o the calls of the jall, were delerlorated
ainl

aged t
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The museum at the Cellular Jail displays the life-size model and images of
the martyrs who were inmates and have sacrifliced their Ives for the
an pay

betterment of the nation

The Images of the past depict the homifying scenarios, and o

homage to these martyrs by visiting the piace.
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